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Background and objectives

Manifestations of ongoing climate change, heat waves are becoming increasingly intense, frequent, early and long.
In France, before 1989, they occurred on average once every 5 years. Since 2000, they have recurred every year.
And the increase in heatwaves is set to continue: in 30 years' time, there will be twice as many. Heatwaves have a
significant impact on health, particularly among vulnerable populations such as the elderly and children. But they
also affect the environment (drought, forest fires, etc.), agriculture, the economy and social and cultural life.

The latest version of the national heatwave management plan was presented in June 2023 by the Minister of
Ecological Transition and Territorial Cohesion. The aim of this new plan is to extend the mechanism managed by
the Ministry of Health [1], by broadening it to include impacts that are not directly health-related: transport, energy,
agriculture, education, sports, etc.

Key features

The national heatwave management plan is based on the specific vigilance system set up by Météo France! and is
structured around four key areas:

- limit the impact on the daily lives of French people
- ensure the continuity of essential public services

- ensure the continuity of economic life

- protect natural environments and resources.

The national heatwave management plan includes 27 detailed actions — 15 of which were effective from summer
2023 — aimed at four different audiences: the general public, young people and vulnerable people, workers and
businesses, athletes and spectators at cultural events [2]. To this must be added the annual preparation of actors
in the electrical sector.

Implementation

Some of the 25 actions are implemented every year, in advance of periods of high heat wave risk. Other actions
will be implemented when a heat wave is forecast or underway. Heatwaves are generally forecast a week or so in
advance, thanks to weather forecasting models from Météo France. This time must be used to alert the various
players involved in risk prevention and management. These actions may be adapted and/or implemented
specifically to take into account the particular situation of overseas territories.

1 Météo-France is the official meteorological and climatological public service in France

The CoolLIFE project has received funding from the LIFE Programme of the European Union. Views and opinions
expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or
CINEA. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.




Targeted
audience

Yearly implementation

Periods of high heat wave risk

For the general
public

Awareness and communication campaign on
small-scale renovation work

Inventory of cool islands and public fountains
in municipalities

Promoting the state start-up “Plus fraiche ma
ville™?

Awareness and communication campaign on
the behaviors to adopt at home

Information and empowerment campaign for
animal owners and keepers

Awareness and communication on the risk of
drowning

Dissemination of prevention messages in
transport

SMS broadcasting by telephone operators in
exceptional situations

For the young
people and
vulnerable
people

Mobilization of young people on universal
national service to register vulnerable people
on local registers and support climate change
awareness campaigns

Raising awareness among tutors/curators of
the need to register vulnerable persons in
communal registers

Introduction of an annual inspection of cooled
rooms and summer comfort equipment in
schools, nurseries and examination rooms.

Setting up a control system for rooms and
refreshed premises that can be used for
examinations

For the workers
and businesses

Creation of a guide for companies on work
that can be carried out in offices

2 This action is the subject of a separate factsheet

Awareness and communication campaign on
the behaviors to adopt at work

Reinforcement of labor inspection controls

Restriction of live animal transport and
management of peak activity by rendering
companies
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Targeted
audience

Yearly implementation

Periods of high heat wave risk

For the athletes
and spectators
at cultural
events

Campaign to raise awareness among sports
and cultural event organizers of best
practices in the event of heat waves

Information for sports instructors

Information for sports instructors and cultural
event organizers

For the actors in
the electrical
sectors

Every year, before the summer, the Ministries
of Energy Transition and Ecological
Transition and Territorial Cohesion organize
a meeting with the main actors in the
electricity sector and the public
establishments concerned (Météo France,
Office Francais de la Biodiversité, etc.) to
review seasonal forecasts and share
procedures in the event of a heat wave and
the methods for distributing the various
information bulletins.

The national grid operator (RTE) and the
main distribution system operator (Enedis)
strengthen their monitoring and response
resources for heatwave and drought periods

These actions are implemented by the ministries concerned, in liaison with the Ministry of the Interior and Overseas
Territories where appropriate, depending on the situation and with the contributions of various associated public
operators (Ademe, Anah, France Renov, Santé Publique France, Institut National de la consommation, ), public
and private companies in the transport sector (railways, public transport, air transport, road infrastructure
operators)and local authorities (Mayors, prefects) They complement the national health crisis management and
support system managed by the Ministry of Health, as described in the interministerial instruction of May 27, 2024
on the health management of heat waves in mainland France [3].

Budget (or other cost data)

Not available

Results and impacts

Not available

Lessons learnt

Two elements stand out in the context of this action plan:

e Firstly, the need to coordinate this plan with the health crisis management plan, and to mobilize public
services from different ministries and geographical levels, as well as numerous public companies,

e On the other hand, the need to develop long-term actions to anticipate both the availability of means of
action and improve the resilience of buildings and their occupants to heatwaves.
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Sources

[1] https://www.santepubliguefrance.fr/determinants-de-sante/climat/fortes-chaleurs-canicule/notre-action/#tabs

[2] Plan de gestion des vagues de chaleur, Ministére de la Transition Ecologique, 7 juin 2023. Available at
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/documents/08.06.2023 Plan vagues de chaleur.pdf

[3] Instruction interminitérielle n°DGS/CCS/UDP/DGOS/DGCS/DGT/DGSCGC/DGEC/
DJEPVA/DS/DGESCO/DIHAL/2024/70 du 27 mai 2024 relative a la gestion sanitaire des vagues de chaleur en
France métropolitaine. Available at https://sante.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/instruction _vague de chaleur 2024 70.pdf
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